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J ames King, aka ‘Jungle Jim’, is a  
writer, designer and photographer 
with a passion for adventure. Seven­

teen years ago he landed head-first in the 
darkest depths of the Borneo rainforest, 
as a venturer on Raleigh International’s 
Expedition 98I to Brunei and Sabah. This 
expedition changed his life forever. From 
that moment on, his passion, wonder and 
curiosity for the ‘adventurous’ world was 
ignited – the need to explore the unknown 
and to find out what’s around the next 
corner. Life was waiting for him to seize it 
and turn his experiences into something 
dynamic... to find a way to tell his story.  
He picks up the tale:

Photographers like Don McCullin, 
Steve McCurry and the pages of National 
Geographic and Lonely Planet have always 
inspired me to just get out there and see the 
world for what it really is. From the gritty 

Blanco scientific reserve on the tip of the 
Nicoya Peninsula, Carara National Park, a 
school building project in the illusive village 
of Duserinak, hidden deep in the remote 
indigenous Chirripo National Park and a 
five-day adventure trek into the beautiful 
rolling hills of La Cangreja National Park.

My favourite was the community project 
in a tiny remote village called Mayal, hid­
den in the mists of the Boruca indigenous 
tribal area in southern Costa Rica near the 
border with Panama. The Boruca are a tribal 
people who keep themselves to themselves 
in their farming community, renowned for 
their mysterious Dance of the Little Devils 
and their ornate bolsa Masks. 

The comedor (dining hall) system allows 
students attending school to receive a daily 
meal paid for by the government. However, 
this funding is only available if schools have 
a usable building. In Mayal, the school’s 
comedor had fallen into disrepair and 

Sixty-six days of photographic adventure 
ensued in the rolling green hills and jungles of 
Costa Rica. Forget the luxury hotels and tourist 
trails... this was real life experienced to the max 
shared with a whole host of creepy crawlies, 
howler monkeys, hummingbirds, a remote 
indigenous Borucan community, a dilapidated 
jungle prison island and 52 venturers aged 
between 17 and 24.

The one thing I had learnt about a Raleigh 
International expedition was to be totally open 
minded, adaptable and ready to take on what­
ever is thrown at you. People may think it is 
easy to just “go and take some photos” but every 
day posed a new challenge from trying to keep 
the camera safe from the elements, trying to 
capture “the” moment, keeping one step ahead 
of the teams and just when you think your work 
is done you spend hours long into the night 
processing everything you have captured.

For me, expedition 13H included several 
amazing projects including a visit to the Cabo 

troubles of Cambodia’s past to the sandy wastes 
of the Erg Chebbi Sand Dunes in Morocco – 
these are just two of the fabulous places I have 
been lucky enough to experience in life and 
which have left a lasting impression on my soul. 
It is what makes me, me... diving into life’s chal­
lenges with passion and drive, I want to experi­
ence the rich, the poor, the happy and the sad... 

Fifteen years after Borneo, I decided to 
rekindle my love of the jungle and take time out 
from my design career, throwing myself into the 
role of photographer on Raleigh International’s 
Expedition 13H to Costa Rica in the summer 
of 2013.

Photography is a invaluable resource to re­
cruit new venturers and managers, publicise the 
work of Raleigh International, attract funding 
and sponsors and enhance the memories and 
experiences of the volunteers as they participate 
in a unique exchange of cultures and get to 
know some incredible people they would not 
otherwise have the chance to meet.
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could no longer be used by the children. 
Whilst the community were working on 
re-building the school, Raleigh volunteers 
joined the local effort and built a brand new 
comedor, so encouraging students back to 
education.

The finale of my Costa Rican jungle ad­
venture was to spend three days document­
ing a Survival Challenge, castaway on the 
dilapidated Costa Rican jungle prison island 
of San Lucas. An island haunted by fear and 
sorrow, it is most remembered for being the 
site of Costa Rica’s version of Devils Island 
where the most dangerous criminals spent 
their final years. The graffiti-ridden prison 
was shut in 1991 due to inhumane condi­
tions – it has since been slowly devoured by 

adventure that 
mixes ancient 
mythology with 
a little monster 
bashing madness, 
topped off with a 
sparkle of magic to 
save the world (as we 
know it) from total 
destruction – and it’s 
a great read to boot!

http://www.trouba
dor.co.uk/book_info.
asp?bookid=3512

settle for the easy life, push your photographic 
boundaries and dive in to an adventure of a life­
time. Discover your own spirit of adventure…

James King
http://werangutan.photoshelter.com

I t was only a matter of time before James 
realised his destiny was to combine all he 
had learnt and make something of his wild 

ideas. Taking inspiration from the people he had 
met and the places he had visited, the mythol­
ogy and local legends surrounding his own 
experiences of surviving in the darkest depths  
of the Borneo rainforest, the fictional story 
of ‘Jungle Jim and the Shadows of Kinabalu’ 
emerged. It is the beginning of an epic  

the jungle and over-run by its resident howler 
monkeys. Renovations of the prison have re­
cently started by the Costa Rican government.

Fifteen project managers and 52 venturers 
completed three days of fire-making, problem 
solving, raft building and jungle survival across 
different sites on the island... and all this with 
no electricity or even a sit-down toilet!

All my experiences, adventures and travels 
– some behind the camera – have shown me 
that there is more to life than what you take 
for granted day to day. I want to inspire other 
people with a passion for photography to do 
something different, out of their comfort zone, 
outside of normal work and life – to value other 
people and cultures whilst experiencing some­
thing new and previously unknown. Don’t just 
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